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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


November  1982  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Jan- 
uary 1,  1984,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2008- MT  J.  D.  Edwards,  Jr.,  401  Brentwood  Blvd.  , Lafayette,  La.  70503 

(Edward  VIII  Coins,  Canadian  Gold,  Pre-Castro  Cuba, 

West  German  Commemorati ves , Belize,  Australian  Sovereigns) 

2009- MT  Robert  Adam,  3012  N.  Wilshire  Lane,  Arlington  Heights,  111. 

60004  --  (Austrian  Minors  1636-1916,  Austrian  Tokens  1914-1918, 
German  Em-ire  Minors  1873-1922) 

2010- MT  Thomas  R.  Bane,  44  Glen  Drive,  Peterborough,  N.H.  03458 

(Foreign  Crowns,  Silver  Minors,  Early  Copper) 

***** 

DONATIONS  REPORT : We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  do- 

nation received  since  the  last  report: 

Name  Type  of  Donation  Preference  of  Use 

Dr.  Karl  Gabrisch  $3.00  Cash  General  Operating  Fund 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT  : 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 

John  Achor 

The  following  seven  books  are  basics  for  the  young  who  might  be 
interested  in  collecting  coins  as  a hobby: 

REINFELD,  FRED.  Coin  Collectors  Handbook.  Pub.  1960,  128pp,  ill  us . 

JACOBS,  SAUL.  Collecting  Coins.  Pub.  1968,  82pp,  ill  us . 

JOACHIM,  E.  E.  Coins  Beautiful.  Pub.  1968,  lOOpp,  ill  us. 

PURVEY,  P.  FRANK.  Collecting  International  Coins.  Pub.  1972, 

116pp,  illus. 

CLARK,  WILLIAM  L.  Coin  Collecting.  Boy  Scouts  of  America  Merit 
Badge  Series.  Pub.  1938,  84pp,  illus. 

PIAZZA,  JOSEPH.  Coin  World  Guide  to  Coins.  Pub.  1964,  1 1 2 pp , 
i 11  us . 

GELINAS,  PAUL  J.  The  How  and  Why  Wonder  Book  of  Coins  and  Currency. 

Pub.  1965,  48pp,  illus. 

Sanford  J.  Durst 

HARRIS,  ROBERT  P.  A Guidebook  of  Russian  Coins , 1725-1982.  3rd. 
ed..  Pub.  1983,  184pp,  illus.  (Review  in  this  issue). 
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NEWELL,  EDWARD  T.  Standard  Ptolemaic  Silver.  Pub.  1981,  reprint 
of  1941  pub.,  1 7 pp , illus.  (Review  in  this  issue) 

Granvyl  Hulse 

CRAIG,  WILLIAM  D.  Germanic  Coinages.  Charlemagne  through  William 

II.  Pub.  1954,  242pp,  illus. 

N.I,  Library  Purchases 

JAEGER,  KURT.  Pie  Munzpragungen  der  Deutschen  Staaten.  Vol.  10. 
Konigreich  Sachsen  1806-1815.  Pub.  1969,  88pp , illus. 

As  above.  Vol.  11.  Die  Sachsischen  Herzogtumer.  Pub.  1970, 
128pp,  illus.  Co-author  Dr.  W.  Grasser. 

As  above.  Vol.  12.  Mitteldeutsche  Kleinstaaten.  Anhalt Mans- 
felds  Stolberg , Muhlhausen,  Erfurt 3 Schwarzburg3  Reuss.  Pub. 
1972,  1 88pp , illus. 

SCHNEIDER,  KONRAD.  Das  Munzwesen  in  den  Grafschaften  Wied-Neuwied 
und  Wied-Runkel.  Pub.  1975,  9 1 pp , w/plates. 

MULLER-JAHNCKE , WOLF  DIETER/VOLZ,  FRANZ  EUGEN.  Die  Munzen  und 
Medaillen  der  Graf lichen  Hauser  Sayn  - des  Graf  lichen  Houses 
Hatzfeldt.  Pub.  1975,  379pp,  w/plates. 

GRASSER,  WALTER.  Munz  und  Geldgeschichte  van  Coburg  1265-1923. 

Pub.  1979,  564pp , illus. 

JOSEPH,  PAUL/FELLNER , EDUARD.  Die  Munzen  van  Frankfurt  Am  Main. 
Two  Vols.  Vol.  I.  Pub.  1896,  681pp,  w/75  plates.  Vol.  II. 

Pub.  1903,  31 7pp , w/14  plates. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  our  thanks  also  go  to  W.  A.  Haskell  and 
John  Achor  for  their  donations  of  additional  numismatic  material. 

III.  Time  passes  rapidly  when  you  are  having  fun.  I would  like  to 
remind  those  members  who  have  excess  numismatic  books,  magazines, 
catalogs  and  coins  that  there  is  only  sixty  days  left  in  this  calendar 
year  if  you  wish  to  get  credit  for  donations  for  tax  purposes  (U.S. 
resi dents) . 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Librarian 

********************************************************************** 


ISRAELI  TRADE  COINS  5741/1981:  Minting  these  coins  the  Israeli  govern- 
ment used  its  own  Mint  at  Jerusalem  and  two  European  Mints: 

1 new  Agora  - 1,000,000  - all  struck  abroad  (Mint  not  specified) 

5 new  Agorot  - 1,000,000  - again  all  struck  abroad  ( " " " ) 

10  n.  Agorot  - 28.160  Million  from  Jerusalem;  123M  (Germany);  and  from 
Pessac,  France  - 151.16  Million  struck .Total : 151.600,000 

1/2  Sheqel  - 37,976  Million  (Jerusalem);  15.296M  (Pessac)  and  from 

Germany  (53.272  Million  struck).  Total:  53,272,000  struck 

1 Sheqel  - 39,972,054  (Jerusalem  minted);  99M  (Pessac),  for  a total 

minting  of  138,972,054  pieces. 

(Source  the  Israeli  Government  figures) 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 

Another  thought  regarding  Bill  Multan's  "Numystery" 

Regarding  Bill  Mullan's  "numystery"  in  the  July  1983  issue  (p.  213), 
many  European  countries,  including  Russia,  changed  their  system  of 
government  during  or  shortly  after  World  War  I.  As  these  changes 
were  made  they  were  usually  followed  by  a change  of  coinage.  There- 
fore, the  dated  coinage  issued  shortly  before  WW  I was  in  circulation 
for  a rather  short  time  and  thus  is  usually  found  in  better  condition. 

Reinhold  Jordan 
Schweinfurt,  West  Germany 


Additional  comments  and  corrections  on  Sehlewsig -Holstein  Plebicite 

The  article  by  W.  A.  Haskell  on  the  Schleswig-Holstein  Plebicite  of 
1920  was  very  interesting  ( NIB,  July  1983,  pp.  221-234).  Concerning 
his  interpretations,  however,  there  is  some  misunderstandingswhich 
should  be  noted  in  order  to  avoid  confusion. 

Page  227:  Just  as  the  50  Pfennig  note  of  Broacker/Broager , the  1 Mark 

note  is  "neutral".  The  obverse  shows  a German  soldier  holding  the  old 
German  flag  with  the  colours  of  black,  white  and  red.  The  reverse 
shows  the  Danish  flag  - not  "falling  into  the  sea"  but,  according  to 
an  old  Danish  legend,  falling  from  the  sky  and  thus  given  to  Denmark 
by  heaven. 

Page  229:  The  two  girls  are  Zone  1 and  Zone  2 of  the  plebiscite  area, 

not  "Schleswig-Holstein".  After  Zone  1 had  voted  for  Germany  with 
overwhelming  majority,  the  plebiscite  in  Zone  2 was  cancelled.  This 
note  was  a propaganda  issue  of  the  Danish. 

Page  228:  The  two  animals  holding  the  Danish  flag  are  not  "lions", 

but  leopards  (of  the  Danish  coat  of  arms). 

Page  230:  This  Gramby  1 Mark  note  is  more  interesting  than  it  seems. 

It  shows  a Danish  politician  saying  "klipp  her"  (cut  here).  Below 
his  hand  is  a line  roughly  indicating  the  German/Danish  border.  This 
was  the  border  proposed  by  the  Germans.  The  sharp  line  indicates  the 
border  finally  accepted  (it  is  still  the  border  between  Germany  and 
Denmark)  and  the  politician  shown  in  front  of  the  Danish  flag  encour- 
ages the  French  and  British  soldiers  to  cut  even  more  land  from  Ger- 
many and  give  it  to  Denmark  (Plebicite  Zone  1 and  Zone  2). 

Reinhold  Jordan 
Schweinfurt,  West  Germany 


Bill  Mullan’s  "Numystery " encourages  artiole  on  the  subject 

I have  done  some  poking  around  to  try  to  find  answers  to  Bill  Mullan's 
numystery  regarding  the  common  nature  of  certain  small  coins  dated 
just  before  World  War  I.  [NIB,  July  1983,  p213) 
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I wrote  to  Lauren  Benson,  a dealer  of  long  standing.  He  responded 
with  the  following:  "Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  July  1,  relative  to 

the  small  European  coins  which  were  so  common  dated  in  the  period  1912- 
13.  I recall  them  well,  since  when  I started  collecting  (and  later 
dealing)  it  was  the  cheapest  group  we  could  get  and  a good  item  to 
start  with  for  a dealer  with  little  funds!  I started  collecting  in 
1925;  at  that  time  they  were  available  at  around  $1.50  per  100,  nice 
unc.  There  were  Finland,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark  1 ore,  Switzerland, 
German,  France,  Belgium,  Netherlands  and  even  Russia  1 kopek,  although 
I think  it  ran  a little  higher.  Occasionally  a Morocco  1<£  showed  up 
in  such  lots,  although  not  too  often.  I became  a dealer  in  1933  (as 
a part-timer." 

I have  also  encountered  these  coins.  I found  a considerable  lot  of 
them  in  one  collection  that  had  laid  dormant  since  about  1937.  It 
also  contained  more  than  a hundred  Sweden  1 ore  1921,  several  hundred 
Kwangtung  small  cash,  and  a few  other  things. 

It  is  not  likely  these  coins  were  hoarded  for  security  purposes  (Jeff 
Schwartz  agrees  in  the  October,  1983  NI  BULLETIN,  p326).  It  is  also 
unlikely  that  they  were  used  in  a cereal  promotion.  I have  also  in- 
vestigated that.  These  promotions  were  in  the  1955-57  period  and  used 
coins  of  a much  later  period.  I shall  write  a small  article  on  this 
in  the  near  future.  I have  a couple  more  things  to  research. 

John  DeMarais 

10503  Marsh  Lane 

Dallas,  Texas  75229 


"INCINERATION  OF  BANKNOTES"  TOKEN 


by  Dale  Seppa,  Virginia , Minnesota 

I recently  received  a token  which  I had  not  previously  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  handle.  The  piece  is  copper,  23mm  in  diameter,  4.58  grams 
in  weight  and  a plain  edge.  Never  having  seen  the  piece  before  (or 
heard  of  it,  for  that  matter),  I sent  it  to  Mr.  Pedro  Collazo-Oliver 
of  National  Collectors  Laboratories  for  his  examination  and  possible 
authentication.  The  service  was,  as  usual,  splendid  and  in  due  time 
I received  the  authenticated  token  with  the  following  excerpt  copied 
from  "El  Billete  en  el  Peru"  (Bilingual  - Copyright  1970)  by  Eduardo 
Dargent : 

"The  first  incineration  took  place  on  30th  September  1877  and 
such  was  its  importance  that  for  the  occasion  several  medallions 
were  minted  in  silver,  nickel,  bronze  and  copper,  which  displayed 
on  the  obverse  the  legend  "REPUBLICANA  PERUANA"  around  a radiant 
sun  and  on  the  reverse  the  inscription  "INCINERATION  DE  BILLETES 
DE  BANCO,  SEPTIEMBRE  30  de  1877".  (Translation  of  last  line: 
"INCINERATION  OF  BANKNOTES,  SEPTEMBER  30,  1877"). 

The  piece  in  my  possession  is  about  uncirculated  with  tiny  traces  of 
1 ustre 
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DON  JOSE 

* TORI  BIO  MEDINA, 
A MAN  FOR 
ANY  REASON 

His  Numismatic  Works 


by  Carling  Gresham 


DON  JOSE  TORIBIO  MEDINA,  A MAN  FOR  ANY  REASON 


His  Numismatic  Works 

By  Carling  Gresham,  Pomona  Park,  Fla.  NI#  1198 

A Brief  Bio-Bibliography 
(All  Rights  Reserved) 

Dedicated  to 

Dr.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Roberts 

I.  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

It's  a timeworn  phrase  that,  "No  man  is  an  island..."  Most  certain- 
ly, writers  aren't  alone,  and  this  one  isn't  an  exception.  This 
article  was  made  possible  only  with  assistance  from  the  following: 

Francis  D.  Campbell,  Jr.,  Librarian,  The  American  Numismatic  Soci- 
ety, New  York  City,  who  never  failed  to  answer  my  requests  for  aid; 
Ms.  Carmen  Russell,  Associate  Librarian,  rare  book  collection,  the 
University  of  Florida,  Gainesville,  who  tolerated  graciously  my  in- 
curable bibliomania  and  my  many  visits;  George  Frederick  Kolbe, 
numismatic  book  dealer,  Crestline,  Calif.,  who  supplied  encourage- 
ment and  loaned  material;  the  library  staff  of  the  American  Numismat- 
ic Association,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  who  furnished  document 
copies;  Maury  A.  Bromsen,  rare  book  dealer,  Boston,  Mass.,  who  in- 
stilled inspiration  with  his  examples  of  meticulous  research  and 
classical  writing;  finally,  mention  must  be  made  of  two  correspond- 
ents in  Chile,  who  prefer  anonymity  for  their  own  reasons,  "...until 
better  times." 

Also,  credit  is  due  those  bibliographers,  named  later,  who  "ploughed 
and  sowed  their  seeds,"  only  to  have  another  to  "harvest"  their 
crops  of  information.  Despite  the  knowledge  that  such  works  are  in- 
herently subject  to  shortcomings  and  pitfalls,  they  did  have  the 
courage  to  labor  and  to  produce  a finished  product.  "It  ain't  easy!" 

Many  thanks  to  one  and  all. 

The  author. 


II.  PROLOG 

The  numismatic  bibliophile,  or  coin  collector,  who  attempts  to  build 
a library  containing  major  works  on  Latin  America  will  encounter 
early  in  his  efforts  the  name  of  Jos£  Toribio  Medina;  the  man's  name 
is  virtually  synonymous  with  early  American  numismatics.  (1) 

One  historian  has  remarked,  "It  would  be  impossible  to  take  a step 
in  American  history  without  resorting  to  the  publications  of  SeTior 
Medina."  (2) 
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Before  this  effort  began,  a little  was  known  about  the  man  and  his 
works,  however,  as  research  progressed,  it  became  evident  that  this 
writer  didn't  know  very  much.  More  disturbing  was  the  discovery  that 
the  vast  majority  of  numismatists  were  even  less  familiar  with  the 
man,  simply  because  the  presses  of  the  West,  excluding  those  of  Latin 
America,  have  for  too  long  ignored  this  genius  of  the  literary  world. 

Bromsen  wrote,  "...hardly  a journal  in  the  United  States  mentioned 
his  passing.  The  editor  of  one  of  the  nation's  greatest  dailies  de- 
voted only  three  lines  to  his  obituary."  (3) 

Prior  to  his  death  the  only  mention  of  Medina  to  be  found  in  U.S.  nu- 
mismatic publications  is  in  The  Numismatist,  which  is  a report  of  the 
69th  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  wherein  it's 
revealed  that  Medina  had  been  awarded  the  Archer  M.  Huntington  medal 
for  1926.  (4) 

The  next  mention  of  Medina  was  again  in  The  Numismatist,  in  1932, 
when  (Dr.)  A.F.  Pradeau  wrote  Medina's  obituary.  (5) 

The  late  Robert  I.  Nesmith,  an  outstanding  researcher  and  author, 
wrote  the  only  numismatic  article  about  Medina  that  this  writer  has 
been  able  to  locate.  (6)  To  this  writer's  knowledge,  that  excellent 
paper  has  never  been  reprinted. . .or  even  reported. . .in  the  numismatic 
press  in  the  U.S. A. 

The  dearth  of  information  about  Medina  in  this  country  is  astounding! 
Hence,  this  article  in  an  attempt  to  correct  the  omission,  to  correct 
some  mistakes  written  about  the  man,  and  to  try  to  encourage  others 
to  learn  more  about  the  man  proclaimed  by  many  historians  as  "The 
Prince  of  Americanists." 

Due  to  the  brevity  of  this  numismatic  paper,  and  considering  the  wide 
range  of  Medina's  interests,  it's  unlikely  that  many  readers  will  be 
able  to  grasp  the  intensity  and  magnitude  of  the  man's  devotion  to 
his  life's  work.  More  than  400  published  titles,  though,  should  im- 
press readers,  as  it  certainly  impresses  this  writer,  even  though 
some  are  duplicates;  his  published  works  still  exceed  350! 

His  total  production  is  truly  awesome,  but  it  should  be  understood 
that  numismatics  was  only  a hobby  for  the  man,  and  that  those  publi- 
cations represent  only  about  one-twentieth  of  his  completed  works. 

This  writer  believes  that,  properly  done,  40  to  50,000  words  might  do 
justice  to  the  memory  of  such  an  outstanding  humanitarian. 

III.  A BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 

His  ancestry  is  lost  in  the  antiquity  of  Spanish  archives,  possibly 
to  be  found  one  day  in  an  obscure  portion  of  the  history  of  the  surge 
of  Spain's  conquest  of  the  New  World. 

Some  historians  believe  he  descended  from  a conquistador  in  the  hire 
of  Francisco  de  Aguirre;  that  an  ancestor  was  Bartolome  de  Medina, 
who  was  established  in  Santiago  de  Chile  by  the  year  1559.  Bromsen 
states  that  he  descended  "...from  Spanish  pioneers  who  took  root  in 
colonial  Chile  during  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century."  (7) 
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His  father,  Jose  del  Pilar  Medina  y Valderrama,  was  a moderately  suc- 
cessful lawyer,  and  later  a judge,  however,  he  was  stricken  with  pa- 
ralysis when  only  33  years  of  age,  which  prevented  sound  productive 
activity.  The  elder  Medina  had  merely  a small  state  pension,  and  a 
meager,  irregular  income  from  his  diminished  law  practise  with  which 
to  support  his  household;  he  wasn't  from  a wealthy  family. 

Jose  Toribio's  mother,  Mariana  Zavala  y Almeida,  was  the  daughter  of 
a successful  mining  speculator,  (Numismatic  note:  in  CopiapS!)  and 
the  grandniece  of  Juan  Martinez  de  Rozas,  considered  by  many  histori- 
ans to  be  the  "father"  of  independent  Chile. 

Jose  Toribio  Medina  was  born  in  Santiago  de  Chile  on  October  21,  (8) 
1852,  and  he  spent  his  early,  formative  years  in  or  near  that  city. 

He  was  educated  at  the  National  Institute,  and  at  the  University  of 
Chile,  where,  at  the  age  of  16,  he  received  the  degree  of  bachelor  in 
philosophy  and  the  humanities. 

In  1869,  to  please  his  father,  he  entered  law  school,  which  normally 
required  five  years  for  matriculation.  Medina,  though,  attended  only 
the  first  and  fifth  years  of  the  formal  curriculum,  taking  one  calen- 
dar year  between  those  two  to  study  law  at  home.  During  that  year  he 
also  tutored  younger  students  in  law,  for  the  money  needed  to  get  him 
through  school. 

Three  years  after  beginning  law  school  he  had  met  the  requirements 
for  his  diploma  as  a bachelor  of  law;  three  months  after  graduation, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Chile. 

An  indication  of  the  quality  of  the  man  can  be  found  in  an  incident 
that  occurred  during  his  last  few  months  of  law  school.  A friend, 
HermSjenes  Donoso,  needed  help  with  his  thesis,  which  was  required 
for  graduation. 

Medina  had  written  two  theses,  for  the  first  one  had  displeased  his 
father;  he  gave  the  first  one  to  his  friend,  who  was  awarded  a prize 
by  the  university,  and  the  thesis  was  published  in  the  school's  year- 
book. Medina's  submission  was  accepted  without  any  special  mention  by 
the  university  officials,  however,  Medina  never  complained  of  the  re- 
sults; he  had  been  pleased  that  his  friend  had  won  an  award. 

Medina's  first  published  article  appeared  in  1873,  and  his  first  book 
was  published  in  the  following  year,  the  latter  being  a translation 
of  Longfellow's  Evangeline . His  first  numismatic  work,  Monedas  y 
Medallas  Hispano-Americanas , was  destined  to  appear  17  years  later. 

In  1874,  Medina  accepted  his  first  public  position,  that  of  secretary 
to  his  country's  legation  in  Lima,  Peru.  Appointment  to  the  post  had 
been  arranged  by  a friend  of  the  elder  Medina,  Adolfo  Ibaftez,  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  Jose  Toribio's  future  father-in-law. 

Medina  remained  in  Lima  for  two  years,  and  that  stay  is  notable  for 
two  reasons:  Due  to  a lack  of  materials  for  the  study  of  anthropology 
and  the  natural  sciences,  Medina  began  studying  colonial  records  in 
Peruvian  archives  and  libraries,  searching  for  documents  on  Chilean 
history;  thus  began  his  interest  in  the  history  of  the  New  World, 
which  would  remain  the  rest  of  his  life. 
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The  other  notable  result  of  his  stay  in  Lima  was  that  it  marked  the 
beginning  of  his  world  travels,  usually  for  the  purpose  of  searching 
for  more  documents  and  books  concerning  the  history  of  his  native 
land.  History  records  that  his  trips  were  very  successful. 

In  Lima,  in  1876,  a friend  invited  him  to  attend  the  U.S.  Centennial 
Exposition.  Medina  accepted  the  invitation,  resigned  his  diplomatic 
position,  and  sailed  for  the  U.S. A.  After  visiting  the  exposition  he 
toured  the  country  for  three  months  with  a friend  and  former  col- 
league, Ignacio  Calderon,  Bolivian  representative  in  Washington,  D.C. 

When  the  U.S.  tour  was  completed,  he  embarked  for  Europe,  looking,  as 
always,  for  sources  of  information  about  his  beloved  homeland.  As  a 
result  of  that  first  trip  abroad,  he  won  an  award  from  the  University 
of  Chile  for  writing  a three-volume  study  on  the  history  of  colonial 
literature  in  Chile,  which  Medina  published  with  the  prize  money. 

Medina  returned  to  Chile  in  1877  and  resumed  his  legal  practise, 
which  had  been  interrupted  by  his  appointment  to  the  post  in  Lima.  In 
1879,  during  Chile's  war  with  Bolivia  and  Peru,  he  volunteered  for 
military  service.  During  his  tour  of  duty  he  found  time  to  invent  an 
improved  method  of  manufacturing  rifle  cartridges,  suggesting  that 
his  mental  abilities  were  not  confined  to  literary  pursuits. 

During  that  conflict,  after  he  had  been  appointed  military  judge  of 
the  conquered  province  of  Tarapaca,  he  discovered  the  bones  of  a 
giant  prehistoric  megathere,  which  he  promptly  packed  and  sent  to  the 
National  Museum  in  Santiago.  Another  discovery  that  pleased  Medina 
even  more  was  that  of  several  old  and  rare  Spanish  books,  which  he 
later  edited  and  republished.  (Note:  Chile  kept  the  territory.) 

In  1880  Medina  resigned  his  military  position  and  toured  the  central 
portion  of  Chile,  Araucania,  which  was  a dangerous  undertaking,  as 
the  inhabitants  were  in  a state  of  open  warfare  with  the  Chilean  gov- 
ernment. Undaunted,  Medina  toured  the  region  with  only  a native  guide 
to  assist  him,  studying  the  ethnological  characteristics  and  social 
structure  of  the  Indians. 

The  result  of  that  remarkable  journey,  which  is  an  indication  of  the 
man's  courage  and  determination,  was  the  publication,  in  1882,  of 
Los  Aborljenes  de  Chile,  which,  it's  reported,  is  still  the  standard 
work  in  its  field. 

Medina  was  assigned  the  task,  in  1883,  of  indexing  all  of  the  coloni- 
al records  of  all  of  the  administrations  within  the  country;  the  work 
was  published  in  1884  and  listed  1,300  volumes  and  1,816  documents. 
According  to  Chiappa,  the  index  is  very  rare,  as  most  of  it  was  sold 
for  wrapping  paper!  (9) 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior,  Jos£  Balmaceda,  was  so  impressed  with 
Medina's  speed  and  accuracy  that  he  assigned  him  the  task  of  copying 
documents  relating  to  Chilean  history  found  in  Spanish  archives;  he 
appointed  Medina  as  first  secretary  of  Chile's  legation  in  Madrid. 
It's  reported  that  Medina  deciphered,  and  copied  by  hand,  more  than 
360  volumes  containing  an  average  of  500  pages  each! 

Before  returning  home  in  1886,  Medina  took  the  opportunity  to  visit 
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the  great  repositories  in  Berlin,  London,  Paris,  Rome  and  Vienna, 
forever  seeking  information  about  his  country.  Prior  to  leaving 
Spain,  Medina  discovered  700  bundles  of  unknown  manuscripts  in  the 
Castle  of  Simancas,  which  is  one  of  the  ancient  cities  of  Spain;  the 
castle  is  part  of  the  archival  system  of  the  country. 

Soon  after  returning  to  Chile  in  1886,  Medina  married  Dona  Mercedes 
IbSnez,  daughter  of  Adolfo  Ibafiez,  Chilean  Minister  to  Washington.  By 
all  accounts,  he  could  not  have  chosen  a better  helpmate;  she  has 
been  described  as  extremely  intelligent,  cultured,  and  very  charming. 

In  addition  to  her  wifely  duties.  Dona  Mercedes  acted  as  Medina's 
personal  secretary,  proofreader,  cataloger,  collaborator,  and,  gen- 
erally, as  his  "right  hand."  It's  known  also  that  she  acted  as  a 
buffer  between  her  husband  and  the  many  unnecessary  intrusions  that 
he  faced  frequently,  especially  after  his  fame  had  spread.  Bromsen 
states  succinctly,  "No  biography  of  Medina  could  exaggerate  her  con- 
tribution in  making  him  the  'Prince  of  Americanists.'"  (10)  Appropri- 
ately, Medina  was  devoted  to  her. 

His  marriage  must  have  been  an  extraordinary  inspiration,  for,  within 
the  first  five  years  of  their  union,  Medina  published  31  volumes  and 
three  articles.  At  the  latter  part  of  this  period  he  began  his  famous 
Imprenta  series,  which  ultimately  included  more  than  100  titles. 

In  1888,  Medina  purchased  his  first  "big  time"  press,  which  was  capa- 
ble of  printing  signatures  of  8 or  16  pages  at  a time;  he  installed 
it  on  the  second  floor  of  his  home  in  Santiago.  He  named  the  press 
"Ercilla,"  in  honor  of  the  soldier-poet,  author  of  the  Chilean  epic. 
La  Araucana . Another  press  was  named  "Elzeviriana, " and  was  used  at  a 
later  date.  (11) 

Here,  readers  might  be  reminded  that  Medina's  presses  were  operated 
by  manpower;  that  his  type  was  set  letter  by  letter,  line  by  line, 
paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  page  by  page,  all  by  hand.  Today,  a type- 
setter can  set  within  one  hour  that  which  took  Medina  20  hours  to 
set.  (A  professional's  estimate.) 

Also,  it  should  be  noted  that  his  only  permanent  helper  was  his  wife; 
as  the  occasion  demanded,  Medina  hired  as  many  as  four  assistants 
while  printing  and  binding. 

Operating  "Ercilla"  and  "Elzeviriana"  was  a laborious  task;  it's  no 
wonder  that  Medina  printed  his  books  in  such  small  quantities.  Helmut 
Lehmann-Haupt  stated,  "This  press  (Elzeviriana)  is  removed  by  not 
more  than  two  stages  from  its  wooden  prototype  constructed  by  Johan- 
nes Gutenberg."  (12)  Regardless,  Medina  must  have  been  pleased  with 
the  press,  for  he  had  used  it  for  23  years  when  he  sold  it  in  1919, 
ending  his  career  as  a printer. 

Medina  was  forced  to  flee  Chile  in  1892  because  he  supported  the  los- 
ing side  in  the  country's  civil  war,  which  resulted  in  the  deposition 
and  suicide  of  his  friend  and  benefactor.  President  Balmaceda. 

Fortunately  for  Medina,  and  for  history,  he  had  received  earlier  an 
invitation  from  the  government  of  Argentina  to  visit  that  country  to 
compile  a bibliographical  study  of  the  presses  of  La  Plata  region, 
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comprising  parts  of  Argentina,  Paraguay  and  Uruguay. 


Medina  left  his  wife  in  Santiago  and  travelled  by  horseback  across 
the  Andes... no  easy  task  in  itself .. .where  he  remained  for  eight 
months.  After  completing  the  task  he  had  been  assigned  by  the  Argen- 
tine government,  he  found  time  to  compile  one  other  bibliography, 
that  on  General  Jose  Miguel  Carrera.  Both  bibliographies  were  print- 
ed on  the  press  of  the  Museo  de  la  Plata. 

Late  in  1892,  Sefiora  Medina  joined  her  husband  in  Argentina,  and 
they  sailed  for  Spain,  where  they  remained  until  1896.  During  those 
four  years,  Medina  was  to  be  found  daily  in  the  archives  of  Seville, 
Cadiz,  or  wherever  he  "smelled"  information  about  colonial  Chile. 

Medina's  exile  in  Spain  bore  abundant  fruit  in  the  seven  years  fol- 
lowing his  return  to  Chile,  for  he  published  an  astounding  78  vol- 
umes during  that  time!  Of  course,  most  were  bibliographies,  but  the 
total  output  included  histories,  biographies,  and  geographical  stu- 
dies, (in  the  form  of  books,  monographs  and  annotated  papers,)  to 
name  a few  areas  of  interest.  In  all,  however,  was  found  his  life's 
goal:  A complete  history  of  Spanish  rule  in  colonial  America. 

By  the  year  1897,  Medina  had  received  awards,  citations,  medals,  and 
other  honors  from  many  countries,  however,  Chile  didn't  recognize 
her  most  famous  son  until  that  year;  he  was  appointed  an  academic 
member  of  the  University  of  Chile's  Facultad  de  Filosofla  y Humani- 
dades,  an  honor  that  was  long  overdue,  but  only  because  there  wasn't 
a vacant  chair. 

Medina  didn't  fill  the  position  very  long,  though,  for  he  just  was- 
n't "cut  out"  to  be  a teacher.  He  claimed  later  that  he  had  become 
discouraged  due  to  a lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  his  students, 
most  of  whom  viewed  history  as  an  ancillary  subject.  As  Medina  was 
basically  a researcher  and  writer,  he  resigned  his  position  with  the 
university,  and  returned  to  those  pursuits  more  to  his  liking. 

In  1901  Medina  was  appointed  as  Consul  General  of  Chile  to  Madrid, 
but  he  refused  the  post.  Late  in  1902  he  was  cited  by  official  de- 
cree to  investigate  the  public  libraries  and  archives  in  Europe,  and 
to  report  his  findings  to  the  government  of  Chile;  it  was  a task  he 
undertook  happily. 

He  remained  in  Europe .. .Spain,  primarily .. .until  1904,  when  he  re- 
turned with  more  than  8,000  pages  of  notes,  and  nearly  10,000  rare 
books  and  documents  relating  to  Spanish  colonial  history  in  America. 
Within  the  next  eight  years  Medina  published  60  volumes,  most  of 
which  related  to  printing  in  colonial  cities  of  the  New  World,  in- 
cluding New  Orleans,  La. 

In  1912  Medina  returned  to  Spain,  primarily  to  search  for  more  mate- 
rial on  his  obsession,  Alonso  de  Ercilla;  within  six  months  he  had 
found  and  copied  more  than  600  documents  on  the  poet.  The  results  of 
this  effort  was  the  eventual  publication  of  four  volumes  on  Ercilla, 
for  a total  of  five  up  to  that  time,  with  a sixth  being  ready  for 
publication  at  the  time  of  his  death.  (13) 

As  the  years  pressed  on  Medina,  his  production  slowed  in  quantity, 
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but  not  qualitatively;  having  written  thousands  of  pages  of  notes 
and  copy,  his  hand  was  tired,  so  he  bought  a new  machine  called  a 
typewriter,  and  continued  as  before.  (Ah,  if  only...) 

During  the  years  from  1904  to  1923,  Medina  published  "only"  38  vol- 
mes;  in  the  latter  year,  the  University  of  Chile  held  a special  con- 
vocation in  his  honor,  celebrating  his  50th  year  as  a writer.  High- 
light of  the  event  was  the  presentation  of  a gold  medal  to  Medina  by 
the  president  of  Chile,  Arturo  Alessandri. 

Of  special  note  to  numismatists  is  a gold  medal  that  Medina  present- 
ed to  his  wife  in  1899,  commemorating  their  wedding  anniversary.  The 
obverse  of  the  medal  depicts  the  couple,  facing  right;  the  reverse 
has  the  legend,  "AMOR  LABORQUE  FELICITAS  VITAE,"  which  translates  as 
"Happiness  in  Life  is  Found  in  Love  and  Labor." 

Medina  received  many  honors  during  his  lifetime,  and  he  was  elected 
to  nearly  40  learned  societies,  among  them:  American  Antiquarian  Soc- 
iety, American  Association  of  Teachers  of  Spanish,  American  Geograph- 
ical Society,  American  Jewish  Historical  Society,  Bibliographical 
Society  of  America,  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  and  others. 
"Foreign"  societies  included:  Real  Academia  Espanola,  the  Jewish  His- 
torical Society  of  England,  and  societies  in  Ecuador,  Mexico,  Peru, 
Portugal,  Argentina,  Bolivia,  Guatemala,  Uruguay,  France... and  more. 

Medina  was  the  first  American  to  receive  the  Grand  Cross  of  Alfonso 
XII,  rendered  only  to  those  who  have  performed  the  highest  services 
to  Spain.  In  1910  the  Junta  de  Historia  y Numismatica  Argentina 
struck  a special  medal  in  his  honor;  the  Sociedad  de  Geografla  y His- 
toria (Chile,)  presented  him  with  its  gold  medal.  The  National  Uni- 
versity of  Mexico  awarded  him  its  Doctor's  Degree  honoris  causa.  It 
should  be  obvious  that  Medina  didn't  lack  recognition,  and  honors. 

On  December  11,  1930,  Medina  died  in  his  home  in  Santiago  de  Chile, 
after  a long  bout  with  pneumonia.  As  the  couple  was  childless,  he 
was  survived  only  by  his  widow,  Doha  Mercedes,  who  lived  until  1936. 

IV.  COMMENTARY 

After  months  of  a remote  association  with  the  man's  "being"  and  his 
works,  this  writer  believes  that  humanity  owes  him  a debt  for  being 
one  "thing"  above  all  else:  He  was  a pioneer,  blazing  a trail  for 
all  to  follow,  without  fear  of  traps  or  pitfalls,  for  such  was  the 
solidly  documented  foundation  of  every  subject  upon  which  he  wrote. 

He  showed  the  right  way  for  writers  of  Spanish  colonial  history. 

Above  all,  Medina  was  a humanitarian  who  earned  the  compliments  and 
honors  he  received.  And,  more  than  400  published  titles  attest  to 
the  fact  that  he  did  find  "happiness ...  in  love  and  labor." 

If  someone  were  to  compile  a list  of  the  "Top  100"  geniuses  of  man's 
recorded  history,  Medina's  name  would  be  on  it,  so  valuable  are  his 
contributions  to  humanity:  Anthropologist,  bio-bibliographer,  cartog- 
rapher, entomologist,  geographer,  historian,  lawyer,  linguist,  liter- 
ary critic,  naturalist,  numismatist,  philologist,  editor,  printer, 
publisher,  and  binder.  He  excelled  in  all  of  those  fields,  and  more; 
truly,  "a  man  for  any  reason." 
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V.  REMARKS  ON  THE  MEDINA  BIBLIOGRAPHY 


This  numismatic  bibliography  is  an  alpha  extract  from  Appendix  "A" 
of  the  work  by  Dr.  Roberts,  with  alterations  and  additions  by  this 
writer . 

For  simplicity,  each  publication  has  been  assigned  the  alpha  prefix, 
MNR,  indicating,  "Medina,  Numismatic,  (as  listed  by)  Roberts,"  fol- 
lowed by  numbers  in  an  ascending  order.  It's  believed  that  use  of 
this  system  will  facilitate  correspondence  between  bibliophiles  and 
numismatists.  The  numbers  in  square  parentheses  [000]  following  each 
entry  are  the  numbers  of  copies  published,  when  known.  (Do  not  con- 
fuse with  the  curved  style  parentheses  used  for  enclosing  notes  and 
comments  such  as  this  one.) 

Several  phrases  appearing  in  Medina's  books  should  be  explained  here: 
"Imprenta  Elzeviriana"  indicates  the  book/title  was  printed  on  his 
second  commercial  press;  the  term  appears  on  the  title  page  of  six  of 
the  works  listed. 

Elzevir,  sometimes  spelled  Elzeviere,  and  other  ways,  was  a 17th  Cen- 
tury Dutch  family  noted  for  their  quality  printing  and  their  designs 
of  printing  type  faces.  One  style  carried  the  family  name,  and  Medina 
bought  a set  of  it  during  one  of  his  European  visits.  (14) 

"Imprenta  Particular"  was  the  imprint  of  Juan  Borchert,  used  when  he 
printed  anonymously  those  articles  and  tracts  he  had  "spirited"  from 
Medina,  who,  evidently,  didn't  object  to  the  practise.  During  the 
normal  course  of  business,  Borchert  issued  titles  with  the  imprint  of 
his  commercial  press,  "El  Globo."  (More  about  Borchert  later.) 

"Impreso  (y  Grabado)  en  Casa  del  Autor"  are  the  only  other  terms  that 
the  reader  will  encounter  in  Medina's  numismatic  books,  published  by 
him.  Questions  have  been  raised  as  to  whether  or  not  Medina  actually 
engraved  (grabado)  his  plates  as  stated,  due  to  a lack  of  adequate 
space  in  his  home  for  the  needed  equipment.  Aware  of  the  man's  integ- 
rity, this  writer  accepts  the  statements  at  face,  until  other  proof 

is  presented. 

Medina's  first  numismatic  book,  MNR-17,  contains  94  plates  without 
any  text,  which  is  a small  mystery,  for  the  man  had,  early  on,  demon- 
strated his  penchant  for  thorough  annotations;  this  was  a character- 
istic of  virtually  all  of  his  published  works. 

It's  conceivable  that,  in  1890-91,  Medina  was  looking  ahead  to  the 
day  when  he  could  publish  texts  relative  to  those  "bare"  plates, 

which  is  the  way  it  evolved,  in  a sense.  In  later  publications  he 

wrote  thoroughly  about  the  coins  and  medals  illustrated  in  MNR-17, 
however,  there  are  no  subsequent,  direct  references  to  the  book. 

Maybe  he  published  it  "just  to  look  at,"  with  the  thought  that  the 
viewer  could  do  his  own  research. 

With  the  exceptions  of  his  first  two  volumes,  MNR-5  and  -17,  publish- 
ed in  1900  and  1891,  respectively,  and  one  published  in  Buenos  Aires 
in  1924,  the  balance  of  his  numismatic  books  were  published  within 
the  first  19  years  of  this  century;  seven  were  published  in  1919, 
making  that  his  most  productive  numismatic  year. 
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As  recently  as  1973,  a cataloger  claimed  that  Medina  had  written  21 
numismatic  books,  (15) , however,  this  writer  is  unable  to  verify 
more  than  those  listed  herein.  Medina  printed/published  only  13 
numismatic  books  from  his  presses,  and  one,  MNR-10,  was  printed  in 
Buenos  Aires;  the  six  titles  remaining  are  speeches,  letters  or  art- 
icles, and  none  qualifies  as  a book,  i.e.,  24  pages  or  more. 

The  same  cataloger  claimed,  "I  also  acquired  most  of  his  books " 

which  simply  isn't  true,  for  Medina  gave  his  vast  library .. .more 
than  50,000  books  and  100,000  manuscripts !... to  his  native  country. 
This  writer  has  received  reliable  reports  that  the  library  remains 
intact  in  the  Sala  Medina,  Biblioteca  Nacional,  Santiago  de  Chile. 

Possibly  that  cataloger  intended  to  write,  "I  also  acquired  some  of 
his  numismatic  books..."  He  certainly  didn't  acquire  "...most..."  of 
Medina's  library,  for  it's  safe  in  the  museum.  Of  course.  Dona 
Mercedes'  nephew,  a lawyer,  was  known  to  have  inherited  from  her 
many  books,  coins,  and  medals,  which  had  belonged  to  her  husband. 

Harvard  University  and  the  John  Carter  Brown  (U.)  Library  tried  to 
purchase  Medina's  library  while  he  was  still  alive.  Bromsen  states, 
"Archer  (M.)  Huntington,  bibliophile  and  founder  of  the  Hispanic 
Society  of  America,  offered  Don  Jose  Toribio  a half-million  dollars 
for  his  library  without  the  manuscripts."  (16)  (Imagine,  turning 
down  a half-million  dollars  during  the  "Roaring  Twenties!") 

Bromsen  concluded,  "Medina  resolutely  declined  to  sell  the  product 
of  his  life's  hobby,  preferring  to  leave  it  to  his  own  people." 

It's  doubtful  that  the  Chilean  people,  despite  their  many  problems, 
would  tolerate  the  dispersal  of  Medina's  bequest;  it's  doubtful, 
too,  that  many  coin  dealers  ...probably  not  more  than  ten  in  this 
country .. .could  afford  the  price  of  such  a library.  Regardless,  it's 
certainly  one  of  the  world's  greatest  literary  treasures,  priceless 
and  irreplaceable. 

VI.  THE  MEDINA  NUMISMATIC  BIBLIOGRAPHY 

MNR-1  Bibliografia  Numismatica  Colonial  Hispano-Americana.  Santi- 
ago de  Chile,  MCMXII,  Impreso  en  Casa  del  Autor.  viii, 
1(11),  198pp,  illus.  30cm.  There 're  397  entries  in  this 
pioneer  effort,  dating  from  1556  to  1818;  included  are 
Medina's  thoughtful  and  interesting  comments,  most  of  which 
add  to  the  general  information  of  the  colonial  era.  [120] 

MNR-2  El  Escudo  de  Armas  de  la  Ciudad  Santiago  de  Chile.  Santiago 
de  Chile,  1910,  Imprenta  Particular,  llpp,  illus.  23.5cm. 
First  published  in  the  Introduction  to  Actas  del  Cabildo  de 
Santiago  durante  el  Periodo  Llamado  de  la  Patria  Vieja 
(1810-1814, ) of  which  [300]  copies  were  printed.  This  Bor- 
chert  separate  was  an  edition  of  three  copies.  [3] 

MNR-3  Manual  Ilustrado  de  Numismatica  Chilena.  La  Colonia.  Santi- 
ago de  Chile,  1919,  Imprenta  Elzeviriana.  19(1),  illus. 

X pis.  24cm.  Lists  coins  issued  for  colonial  Chile  during 
the  reigns  of  Spanish  kings  from  Philip  V to  Ferdinand  VII, 
1700-1817.  [Estimate  150] 
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MNR-4  Las  Medallas  Chilenas.  Santiago  de  Chile,  MCMI,  Impreso  en 
Casa  del  Autor.  vi(l),  467pp,  illus.,  38  pis.  31.5cm.  Lists 
675  medals,  many  from  Medina's  personal  collection;  notes 
and  documents  on  the  engravers  are  included.  [300] 


MNR-5 


Medallas  Coloniales  Hispano-Americanas . Santiago  de  Chile, 
MDM,  (sic;  should  read  MCM.)  Impreso  en  Casa  del  Autor. 
viii,  240pp,  illus.  31.5cm.  A list  of  129  medals  with  full 
descriptions  of  metallic  content,  sizes,  etc.,  with  histor- 
ical annotations.  [250] 


MNR-6  Medallas  Coloniales  Hispano-Americanas.  Nuevos  Materiales 

para  Su  Estudio.  Santiago  de  Chile,  MCMXIX,  Impreso  en  Casa 
del  Autor.  vi,  (7),  24pp,  illus.  30cm.  This  brief  work  adds 
to  the  information  in  MNR-5  and  includes  facsimilies  of  20 
medals.  [150] 


MNR-7  Las  Medallas  de  la  Revolucion  de  la  Independencia.  Santiago 
de  Chile,  1910,  Imprenta  Particular.  13pp,  illus.  27cm. 
Thirteen  pages  of  medals  with  descriptive  notes.  According 
to  Roberts,  Borchert  issued  another  reprint  in  1922. 
[Estimate  7] 


MNR-8 


Medallas  de  Proclamaciones  y Juras  de  los  Reyes  de  Espana 
en  America.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1917,  Impreso  en  Casa  del 
Autor.  xx,  332pp,  illus.  30cm.  This  is  Medina's  work  that's 
so  familiar  to  collectors  around  the  world.  It  contains  430 
medals,  of  which  241  had  been  published  earlier  by  Adolfo 
Herrera  in  1882.  Thorough  notations  and  very  useful.  [150] 


MNR-9  Las  Medallas  del  Almirante  Vernon.  Santiago  de  Chile, 

MCMXIX,  Imprenta  Elzeviriana.  xxii,  llOpp,  illus.  30cm. 
Describes  143  medals  honoring  the  famous  admiral.  [100] 


MNR-10  Medallas  Europeas  Relativas  a America.  Buenos  Aires,  1924, 
Talleres  s.a.  Casa  Jacobo  Peuser,  ltda.  2,  vii,  377pp,  ill. 
27.5cm.  The  only  numismatic  book  written  by  Medina  that  was 
published  outside  of  Chile.  It  contains  descriptions  and 
historical  notes  on  492  medals,  most  of  which  were  in  his 
collection.  Medina  never  claimed  this  work  listed  all  of 
the  medals  issued  in  Europe,  relating  to  America.  [Unknown] 

MNR-11  Las  Monedas  Chilenas.  Santiago  de  Chile,  MCMII,  Impreso  y 
Grabado  en  Casa  del  Autor.  cccvii,  238pp,  13  pis,  errata. 
31cm.  The  plates  are  numbered  I through  V,  then  Va,  VI, 

XIa,  VII  through  XI,  in  that  sequence.  (Note:  the  lower 
case  "a"  used  as  Va  and  XIa  are  actually  smaller  capital 
letters  on  the  plates.)  This  is  one  of  the  most  comprehen- 
sive of  Medina's  works,  listing  and  describing  thoroughly 
165  pieces  of  money.  Medina  relates  the  history  of  the 
mints  in  Latin  America,  biographies  of  the  Spanish  monarchs 
during  whose  reigns  the  money  was  issued,  biographies  of 
the  engravers,  and  a history  of  Chile  after  the  revolution 
began;  238  pages  of  documents  are  included  in  this  massive 
work.  (Note:  the  copy  at  Princeton  is  dated  1902,  confirmed 
by  this  writer.  Roberts  had  suggested  another  date.)  [300] 
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MNR-12 


MNR-12 

Las  Monedas  Coloniales  de  Chile.  Santiaqo  de  Chile,  MCMXIX, 
Imprenta  Elzeviriana.  70pp,  illus.  31cm.  A history  with 
supporting  documents.  [150] 

MNR-13 

Las  Monedas  Coloniales  Hispano-Americanas . Santiago  de 
Chile,  MCMXIX,  Imprenta  Elzeviriana.  viii,  406pp,  (2),  ill. 
32cm.  A true  history  of  coinage  in  Spanish  America,  begin- 
ning with  that  which  was  used  by  native  Americans.  Medina 
documents  the  history  of  the  foundation  and  operations  of 
the  banking  houses  and  mints  in  10  cities;  also,  he  includ- 
ed biographies  of  the  engravers  when  he  could  locate  them. 
Many  supporting  documents  are  reproduced,  and  484  coins  are 
described.  [150] 

MNR-14 

Las  Monedas  Obsidionales  de  Chile.  Santiago  de  Chile, 
MCMXIX,  Imprenta  Elzeviriana.  37pp,  (2),  illus.  30.5cm. 
Medina  listed  and  described  those  pieces,  which  he  claimed 
owed  their  existence  to  a state  of  war  or  other  unusual 
circumstances.  Chronologically,  this  appears  to  have  been 
printed  prior  to  the  entry  following,  in  which  it  was  later 
incorporated.  An  examination  of  the  two  texts  reveals  many 
differences,  however,  it  looks  as  if  some  paragraphs  are 
identical,  and  were  used  in  both  books  when  printed.  [150] 

MNR-15 

Las  Monedas  Obsidionales  Hispano-Americanas.  Santiago  de 
Chile,  MCMXIX,  Imprenta  Elzeviriana.  240pp,  illus.  31.5cm. 
Medina  described  355  "emergency"  coins,  many  of  which  were 
minted  in  the  nineteenth  century.  [150] 

MNR-16 

Las  Monedas  Usadas  por  los  Indios  de  America  al  Tiempo  de 
Su  Descubrimiento  segun  los  Antiguos  Documentos  y Cronistas 
Espanoles.  Buenos  Aires,  1912,  Impr.  de  Coni  Hermanos. 

14pp,  (1),  illus.  25.5cm.  This  is  a print  of  a speech  that 
Medina  delivered  during  the  17th  International  Congress  of 
Americanists,  in  Buenos  Aires  in  1910.  He  based  his  remarks 
on  comments  he  found  in  original  works  of  some  of  the  earli- 
est explorers  and  conquerors,  including  Columbus.  Bromsen 
states  that  [50]  copies  were  printed.  (17) 

MNR-17 

Monedas  y Medallas  Hispano-Americanas.  Santiago  de  Chile, 
MDCCCXCI , Impreso  y Grabado  en  Casa  del  Autor.  No  text,  94 
plates.  32cm.  The  plates  are  printed  on  both  sides  of  each 
sheet  of  paper.  This  is  Medina's  first  numismatic  work,  and 
appears  that  some  of  the  illustrations  may  have  been  taken 
from  other  works,  however,  it's  difficult  to  determine.  The 
sequential  numbering  of  the  plates,  using  Arabic  and  Roman 
numerals,  is  somewhat  confusing,  and  belies  the  usually  me- 
ticulous habits  of  the  man.  The  correct  sequence  is:  I-LVI, 
75-92,  LXXV-XCIV.  [Estimate  100] 

MMR-18 

Numismatica  Argentina,  n.p.  (Santiago  de  Chile) , 1895,  Im- 
prenta  Particular,  n.p.  This  is  a letter  from  Medina  to 
Alejandro  Rosa,  discussing  proclamation  medals  issued  by 
Spanish  kings  for  the  viceroyalty  of  La  Plata.  It  was  also 
printed  in  a periodical  in  Buenos  Aires  in  the  same  year. 
Roberts  states  that  Borchert  issued  another  reprint  in 
1922.  [Estimate  7] 
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MNR-19  La  Primera  Casa  de  Moneda  Que  Hubo  en  America,  (in)  Revista 
Chilena  de  Historia  y Geografia,  3d  qtr,  1911,  p353-366. 

This  is  a history  of  the  first  banking  house  in  America, 
founded  in  Santo  Domingo  by  Sebastian  Ramirez,  who  had  been 
sent  to  the  New  World  for  that  purpose.  This  article  was  in- 
corporated later  in  MNR-13.  [Unknown] 

MNR-20  El  Origen  de  la  Junta  de  Historia  y Numismatica.  (in)  Revis- 
ta de  Derecho  Historia  y Letras,  Buenos  Aires,  LXI,  Sept., 
1918,  p57-60.  Another  of  Medina's  letters  that  "got  into 
print,"  this  one  addressed  to  Narciso  Binayan,  concerning 
the  founding  of  the  Argentine  Coin  Club  (Junta) . [Unknown] 

VII.  AN  ANNOTATED  REFERENCE  BIO-BIBLIOGRAPHY  (18) 

Behar,  D.  y R.  (David  and  Raul) . Bibliografla  Hispanoamericana . 

Buenos  Aires,  1947.  372pp,  photographs,  line  drawings,  two  fold-out 
color  plates  and  some  ads.  The  authors  have  listed  3,618  entries, 
however,  that  figure  is  misleading  as  some  of  the  entries  have  as 
many  as  50  alpha  and/or  numeric  suffixes;  the  total  number  of  entries 
is  probably  closer  to  5,000.  A "general"  bibliography,  the  entries 
range  from  bare  titles  to  those  with  copious  annotations.  The  format 
is  somewhat  confusing,  but  the  book  is  a very  useful  tool  for  the 
researcher.  Five  pages  and  sixty-odd  entries  are  devoted  to  Medina. 
Primarily  in  Spanish.  [500]  (19) 

Binayan,  Narciso.  Centenario  de  Jose  Toribio  Medina  1852-1952.  Expo- 
sicion  Bibliograf ica  y NumismStica.  Buenos  Aires,  1952,  25pp,  illus. 
Lists  110  citations  and  a brief  bibliography  in  the  two  fields  of  the 
title.  Usefulness  is  hampered  by  a lack  of  adequate  annotations.  In 
Spanish.  [510] 

Borchert,  Juan.  Opusculos  Varios  de  J.T.  Medina,  Reunidos  y Editados 
por  Juan  Borchert.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1926.  303pp.  An  anthology  of  30 
articles  by  Medina,  of  which  only  four  pertain  to  numismatics;  XII, 
XIII,  XIV,  and  XXIX,  corresponding  to,  respectively,  MNR-18,  -7,  -2, 
and  -20.  This  writer  has  learned  very  little  about  Borchert,  a Franco- 
Chilean,  who  was  a friend  and  admirer  of  Medina,  and  an  experienced 
printer.  Evidently  he  "got  his  jollies"  by  printing  brief,  valuable 
tracts  in  very  small  quantities.  His  "Imprenta  Particular",  (printed 
privately,)  appears  on  those  articles  cited  above  as  separately 
printed  pamphlets,  MNR-20  having  been  printed  in  an  edition  of  only 
one  [1]  copy!  According  to  Roberts,  Borchert  printed  separately  at 
least  16  of  Medina's  speeches,  letters  or  articles,  with  five  copies 
being  the  average  number  published.  Obviously,  all  are  difficult  to 
locate,  including  this  entry.  This  is  the  first  of  a three-volume 
set,  but  only  one  copy  was  issued  of  the  other  two.  In  Spanish.  [100] 

Bromsen,  Maury  A.  Jose  Toribio  Medina,  (in)  The  South  Atlantic  Quar- 
terly, vol.  XLIV,  No. 3,  July,  1945,  p316-326.  A concise,  well-written 
biography  by  a student  of  Chilean  history  and  culture  who  lived  and 
worked  in  the  country;  one  of  the  very  few  articles  in  English  found 
by  this  writer.  Bromsen  is  the  donor  of  the  Bromsen  Medina  Collection 
(named  in  memory  of  his  father,)  in  the  rare  book  collection  in  the 
library  of  the  University  of  Florida,  which  this  writer  has  used  so 
often.  (The  press  run  of  the  magazine  is  unknown,  however,  Bromsen 
had  a separate  printed  in  an  edition  of  [100]  copies.) 
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Bromsen,  Maury  A.  (Ed.)  Jose  Toribio  Medina,  Humanist  of  the  Ameri- 
cas.  An  Appraisal.  The  Pan  American  Union,  Washington,  D.C.,  1960. 
295pp,  illus.  This  book  is  a compilation  of  18  papers  delivered  dur- 
ing the  Medina  Centennial  Celebration,  which  was  held  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  November  6-8,  1952.  It's  probably  the  most  comprehensive  asses- 
ment  of  Medina  written  in  any  language.  The  names  of  some  of  the  au- 
thors of  the  papers  reads  like  a "Who's  Who"  in  history  and  litera- 
ture, and  includes:  Martin  Gunside,  Charles  E.  Kany,  Charles  M.  Lan- 
caster, Paul  T.  Manchester,  Robert  I.  Nesmith,  (representing  the 
ANS,)  Abraham  A.  Neuman,  Federico  de  Onls,  Sarah  E.  Roberts,  Arturo 
Torres-Rioseco,  Arthur  P.  Whitaker,  Irene  A.  Wright,  and  Lawrence  C. 
Wroth.  Bromsen  was  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Organizing  Commit- 
tee of  the  event;  unquestionably,  he's  the  leading  authority  on 
Medina,  at  least,  in  North  America.  In  English.  [1,500] 

Chiappa,  Victor  M.,  and  Feliu  Cruz,  Guillermo.  Catalogo  de  las  Pub- 
licaciones  de  D.  Jose  Toribio  Medina  (1873-1914) . Santiago  de  Chile, 
1924,  Imprenta  Cervantes.  77pp,  307  titles  in  chronological  order. 
It's  difficult  for  this  writer  to  determine  the  precise  history  of 
this  book;  the  first  226  entries  were  published  by  Chiappa  prior  to 
1924  in  two  magazine  articles,  and  in  book  form  with  a slightly  dif- 
ferent title.  In  1924  Feliu  Cruz  added  81  titles  to  Chiappa's  numbers 
(to  307,)  then  had  the  whole  printed  in  book  form.  Annotations  are 
plentiful,  however,  some  entries  are  bare  titles  only;  still,  a use- 
ful work.  In  Spanish.  (This  writer's  copy  indicates  that  [100]  copies 
were  printed,  but  the  total  of  all  editions  will  exceed  that  number.) 

Clain-Stefanelli,  Elvira.  Select  Numismatic  Bibliography.  New  York, 
1965.  (10),  406pp,  4,762  entries,  excluding  biographies  and  obitu- 
aries. Now  a "standard"  reference,  but  contains  a grievous  error, 
(20,)  about  Medina's  books,  considering  the  resources  available  to 
the  author.  (The  entire  Library  of  Congress!)  In  English.  [Unknown] 

Feliu  Cruz,  Guillermo.  Bibliografia  de  Don  Jose  Toribio  Medina. 
Santiago  de  Chile,  1931.  181pp.  This  work  extends  the  chronological 
entries  of  Chiappa/Feliu  Cruz,  above,  from  308  to  408.  It's  fully 
annotated. . .excessively  so,  as  a matter  of  fact.  This  entry  and  the 
one  under  Chiappa  are  considered  by  many  scholars  to  be  the  "stand- 
ard" references  on  Medina's  works,  despite  errors  of  commission  and 
omission.  In  Spanish.  [360] 

Ferrari,  Jorge  N.  Bibliografia  Argentina  Numismatic  y Medallistica. 
Buenos  Aires,  1977.  356pp.,  2,151  entries  adequately  annotated.  This 
book  isn't  listed  in  the  cross  reference  table,  below,  as  it  cites 
only  three  of  Medina's  works,  i.e.,  MNR-16,  -10  and  -18,  correspond- 
ing to  Ferrari  numbers  58,  935  and  952,  respectively.  While  limited 
to  Argentine  authors  and  publications,  the  book  is  a very  useful 
numismatic  bibliography.  In  Spanish.  [Unknown] 

Grierson,  Philip.  Bibliographie  Numismatigue . Bruxelles,  1979,  2nd 
ed.,  359pp,  advertisements.  Contains  only  six  citations  for  Medina 
with  a very  few  unsatisfactory  annotations.  The  entries  aren't  in 
any  semblance  of  logical  sequence,  alpha,  numeric  or  chronological. 

A disappointing  bibliography,  considering  the  author's  experience  and 
capabilities.  In  French.  [Unknown] 

James,  Concha  Romero.  Don  Jose  Toribio  Medina:  Man  and  Scholar,  (in) 
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Bulletin  of  the  Pan  American  Union,  LXV,  Jan.,  1931,  p4-9.  Roberts 
states,  "The  article  cited  here  is  the  best  one  in  English  on 
Medina's  life,  works  and  character.  Also  in  Spanish  Bulletin,  LXV, 
May,  1931,  p449-55."  (21)  This  writer  hasn't  seen  the  article  cited, 
and  its  use  here  is  for  reference  purposes  only.  [Unknown) 

Mateu  y Llopis,  Felipe.  Bibliografia  de  la  Historia  de  Espana.  Mad- 
rid, 1958.  XV,  410pp.  Ten  valid  references  to  Medina,  but  two  glar- 
ing errors.  The  first  reference,  p311,  was  not  the  work  of  Medina, 
but  was  published  by  the  Superintendencia  de  la  Casa  de  Moneda  y 
Especies  valoradas.  The  first  entry  on  page  334  probably  was  copied 
from  Sigler,  #1725,  (22),  but  "there  ain’t  no  such  animal."  (Appar- 
ently Sigler  translated  the  title  into  English,  and  Mateu  copied  it 
into  his  book.)  Adequately  annotated,  but  nonsequential  entries. 
Again,  disappointment  from  an  experienced,  capable  author.  One  would 
think  a Spaniard  would  have  been  more  careful  with  an  ethnic  cousin 
of  the  New  World.  In  Spanish.  [Unknown] 

Ramos,  Roberto.  Bibliografia  de  Don  Jose  Toribio  Medina.  Mexico 
City,  1953.  44pp.  Some  decent  annotations,  but  many  are  just  bare 
entries.  Another  competent  author,  but  one  who,  evidently,  was  try- 
ing to  get  his  book  into  print  to  coincide  with  the  Medina  Centen- 
nial Celebration.  He  should  have  taken  more  time  with  his  work  for 
the  book  is,  basically,  one  of  the  more  complete  numismatic  (but  not 
exclusively,)  bibliographies  on  Medina,  lacking  only  three  cita- 
tions. In  Spanish.  [100] 

Roberts,  Sarah  Elizabeth.  Josfe  Toribio  Medina,  His  Life  and  Works. 
Washington,  D.C.,  1941.  192pp.  After  more  than  40  years,  still  the 
only  definitive  bio-bibliography  in  English,  located  by  this  writer; 
technically  superseded  by  the  entry  following,  (Schaible,)  which  is 
in  Spanish.  Based  on  Chiappa  and  Feliu  Cruz,  Roberts  wrote  this 
dandy  little  book  for  her  master's  thesis.  (Also,  she  received  her 
doctorate  while  studying  under  the  tutelage  of  the  late  Prof.  Alva 
C.  Wilgus,  the  eminent  Latin  American  historian.)  Dr.  Roberts  is  now 
retired  from  the  U.S.  State  Department.  In  English.  [Unknown] 

Schaible,  Carl  H.  Bibliografia  de  Jos§  Toribio  Medina.  Santiago  de 
Chile,  1952,  (i.e.,  1958.)  xviii,  251pp,  (3),  2 engrv.  448  chrono- 
logical entries,  of  which  the  last  40  are  Medina's  works  published 
posthumously.  The  book  is  fully  annotated  and  completely  updated;  it 
corrects  Chiappa  and  Feliu  Cruz,  and  should  be  considered  as  the 
"final"  authority  on  Medina's  works.  Apparently  this  book,  too,  was 
scheduled  for  publication  to  coincide  with  the  Medina  Centennial 
Celebration,  however,  it  was  destined  to  be  six  years  late.  Publish- 
ed only  in  a deluxe  edition,  the  book  is  a superb  work  of  art... the 
epitome  of  the  printers'  and  binders'  crafts.  It's  printed  on  beau- 
tiful, handmade,  watermarked  paper,  contains  excellent  typesetting 
with  ample  "white  space,"  and  is  bound  handsomely.  Unfortunately, 
it's  exceedingly  difficult  to  locate  a copy,  and  once  found,  the 
potential  buyer  will  discover  that  it's  devilishly  expensive.  Any 
bibliophile  would  be  proud  to  own  this  book.  In  Spanish.  [200] 
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VIII.  CROSS  REFERENCES 


NOTE:  As  this  confounded  computer  will  not  set  the  bibliographer's 
names  on  two  lines,  the  following  abbreviations,  indicated  as  capital 
letters,  will  be  used:  BEHAR;  BINayan;  C/FC,  Chiappa/Feliu  Cruz;  C-S, 
Clain-Stef anelli ; GRIerson;  MATEU ; RAMOS;  SCHaible.  ("p"  = page  no.) 


BEHAR 

BIN 

C/FC 

C-S 

GRI 

MATEU 

RAMOS 

SCH 

MNR-l 

2600 

66 

210 

3230 

p213 

pl2 

32 

204 

MNR-2 

— 

— 

390 

— 

— 

— 

90 

349 

MNR-3 

— 

76 

267 

3251 

— 

— 

148 

258 

MNR-4 

3516 

37 

134 

4158 

— 

p3  34 

154 

114 

MNR-5 

3518 

36 

124 

4157 

p267 

p3  34 

152 

107 

MNR-6 

3519 

80 

272 

4157 

— 

— 

153 

264 

MNR-7 

— 

88 

290 

— 

— 

— 

— 

348 

MNR-8 

3520 

74 

255 

4159 

p267 

p334 

155 

246 

MNR-9 

3521 

77 

269 

4205 

— 

p334 

156 

259 

MNR-10 

3515 

92 

316 

4160 

— 

p334 

157 

319 

MNR-11 

3517 

38 

137 

2504 

p215 

p311 

163 

115 

MNR-l  2 

3522 

78 

270 

3250 

— 

— 

161 

260 

MNR-l 3 

3523 

79 

271 

3231 

p213 

p229 

162 

261 

MNR-l 4 

3524 

81 

273 

2505 

— 

— 

164 

262 

MNR-l 5 

3525 

82 

274 

3232 

p213 

p229 

165 

263 

MNR-l 6 

3527 

61 

211 

— 

— 

— 

166 

207 

MNR-l 7 

3526 

12 

54 

— 

— 

p229 

167 

60 

MNR-l 8 

— 

87 

66 

— 

— 

— 

178 

74 

MNR-l 9 

— 

63 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

198 

MNR-20 



85 

278 
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IX.  EPILOG 


Eighty-three  institutions  participated  in  the  Medina  Centennial  Cele- 
bration in  1952,  in  some  fashion  or  another.  Thinking  that  those  in- 
stitutions might  have  some  of  Medina's  numismatic  books  on  hand,  this 
writer  sent  out  81  inquiry  letters,  together  with  a form  printed  post 
card,  stamped  and  addressed;  Medina's  20  numismatic  publications  were 
listed  on  the  card,  with  a request  that  the  recipients  indicate  which 
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titles  they  had  on  hand,  and  quantities.  Thirty-eight  of  the  cards 
were  returned.  (One  wonders  what  became  of  the  remainder?) 

That  information,  plus  other  sources  "south  of  the  border,"  forms  the 
basis  for  the  following  rarity  rating.  Trying  to  establish  such  a 
scale  is  a risky  endeavor  with  such  meager  information  at  hand,  but 
where  does  one  begin?  Simply,  with  what  is  at  hand. 

Last  year  a survey  request  was  printed  in  this  bulletin,  asking  that 
readers/members  inform  this  writer  of  any  of  Medina's  numismatic 
books  they  had  on  hand.  There  were  no  responses  to  the  appeal.  If, 
now,  anyone  wants  to  report  their  holdings  for  inclusion  in  a revi- 
sion, contact  this  writer;  reports  will  remain  strictly  confidential. 

There' re  publication  figures  for  only  13  of  the  20  books/articles 
written  by  Medina,  therefore,  readers  must  do  their  own  interpola- 
ting, i.e.,  make  an  educated  guess.  If,  at  a later  date,  more  inform- 
ation is  acquired,  which  will  call  for  a revision  of  these  figures, 
it  will  be  published  in  this  bulletin. 

Readers  should  be  warned  that  the  rarity  scale  is  a projection  based 
on  copies  located  versus  the  number  printed,  however,  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  publication  figures  are  lacking  for  seven  titles.  This 
problem. . .projection  without  base  figures. . .was  overcome  by  simply 
guessing  at  the  numbers  published,  based  on  several  relative  factors. 
Readers  with  a mathematical  bent  may  project  their  own  rarity  scale! 

Following  the  rarity  scale  is  a list  of  known  locations  and  numbers 
of  copies  of  these  books  and  pamphlets.  Of  the  38  replies  to  the  sur- 
vey, only  21  indicated  any  titles  on  hand.  Three  institutions  known 
to  hold  some  of  Medina's  books  didn't  respond  to  the  survey,  but 
Roberts'  earlier  figures  were  used.  Discerning  readers  will  note  that 
the  survey  doesn't  include  any  private  holdings,  although  this  writer 
knows  of  three  locations. 

It  should  be  obvious  to  the  reader  that  any  of  Medina's  books  are 
rare,  due  to  the  small  number  published  originally;  too,  "time"  will 
have  taken  its  share  of  victims.  Someone  has  said,  "Everything  is 
relative..."  and  it's  certainly  true  in  this  instance.  How,  though, 
does  one  rate  the  rarity  of  two  copies  of  a book,  considering  that 
the  maximum  number  of  one  of  its  companion  titles  is  only  15?  Despite 
the  small  base,  it's  believed  these  figures  will  remain  valid. 


RARITY 

C* 

(11-15  Copies) : MNR-3,  5,  10, 

11, 

12, 

14, 

17 

RARITY 

R2, 

(6-10  Copies) ; MNR-1,  4,  6,  8, 

9, 

13, 

15, 

16 

RARITY 

R3, 

(1-5  Copies):  MNR- 2 , 7,  18. 

KNOWN  PUBLIC  LOCATIONS  OF  MEDINA'S  NUMISMATIC  WORKS; 

(Including  the  total  [number]  of  copies  & the  MNR-#) 

American  Antiquarian  Society:  [1];  MNR-1 . 

American  Numismatic  Society:  [17];  MNR-1-11,  13-18. 
Duke  University:  [7];  MNR- 4 , 9-10,  13,  17,  19-20. 
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Free  Public  Library  of  Philadelphia:  [ 1 ] ; MNR-4 . 


Harvard  University:  [13];  MNR-4-5,  8-15,  17,  19-20. 

Hispanic  Society  of  America;  [15];  MNR-1 , 3,  5-6,  8 [ 2 ] , 9-17. 
Indiana  University:  [12];  MNR-1,  3,  5-6,  10-11,  15-17,  19-20. 
Library  of  Congress:  [17];  MNR-1,  3-6,  8-17,  19-20. 

New  York  City  Public  Library:  [15];  MNR-1,  3-6,  8-17. 

Newberry  Library:  [9];  MNR-5 , 8,  10,  12-17. 

Peabody  Institute  Library;  [ 1 ] ; MNR-9 . 

Princeton  University:  [8];  MNR-3 , 10-15,  17. 

Tulane  University;  [1];  MNR-19. 

University  of  California  at  Berkeley:  [5];  MNR-9,  10 [2],  11,  16. 
University  of  Chicago:  [1];  MNR-19. 

University  of  Colorado:  [1];  MNR-20. 

University  of  Florida:  [13];  MNR-1-3,  7-8,  10,  12-14,  16-17,  19-20. 
University  of  Michigan:  [ 3 ] ; MNR- 3 , 12,  17. 

University  of  North  Carolina:  [3];  MNR-3,  10,  19. 

University  of  Pennsylvania:  [3];  MNR-4,  10-11. 

University  of  Texas:  [19];  MNR-1,  3-20. 

The  following  were  taken  from  Roberts'  compilation: 

Boston  Public  Library:  [2];  MNR-4,  17. 

Columbus  Memorial  Library,  Pan-American  Union:  [3];  MNR-3,  10-11. 


John  Carter  Brown  (U.)  Library:  [1];  MNR-10. 

(Note:  Reprints  were  not  tabulated,  but  six  institutions  indicated 
they  had  reprints  of  MNR-8 . MNR-16,  as  reported  by  the  University  of 
California,  is  contained  within  a copy  of  Borchert's  anthology.) 

X.  NOTES 

1.  "America,"  and  "American,"  are  used  throughout  this  article  in 
the  generic,  or  collective  sense,  i.e.,  the  New  World. 

2.  Roberts,  Sarah  Elizabeth.  Jose  Toribio  Medina,  His  Life  and 
Works , Washington,  D.C.,  1941,  p86.  Roberts  was  quoting  Barros 
Borgono,  Don  Jose,  (in)  Inter-America,  VII,  June,  1924,  pp366-7, 
who  was  quoting  Rafael  Altamira. 
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3.  Bromsen,  Maury  A.  Jose  Toribio  Medina,  (in)  The  South  Atlantic 
Quarterly,  Vol.  XLIV,  No.  3,  July,  1945,  pp316-26. 

4.  Field,  William  B.  Osgood,  Chairman.  Committee  on  the  Award  of  the 
Huntington  Medal,  (in)  The  Numismatist,  Vol.  40,  No.  2,  February, 
1927,  pl07 . 

5.  Pradeau,  A.F.  Don  Jose  Toribio  Medina,  (in)  The  Numismatist,  Vol. 
45,  No.  3,  March,  1932,  pl78. 

6 Nesmith,  Robert  I.  Medina,  The  Numismatist,  (in)  Jose  Toribio 
Medina,  Humanist  of  the  Americas,  An  Appraisal.  Pan  American 
Union,  Washington,  D.C.,  1960,  pll5.  (The  book  is  cited  hereafter 
as  Humanist.) 

7.  Bromsen,  op.  cit.,  p316. 

8.  Schulman,  Hans  M.F.  (in)  Foreword  to  his  auction  catalog  of  March 
19-21,  1968,  the  Collection  of  JosS  Toribio  Medina,  where  he 
stated  that  Medina  was  born  on,  "...October  12,  1852."  The  cor- 
rect date  is  October  2_1,  1852;  he  stated  also  that  Medina  died  in 
"...October,  1930,"  whereas  he  died  December  11,  1930.  The  next 
error  is,  "He  published  21  works..." 

Alcedo  Almanzar  evidently  copied  Schulman' s mistakes,  for  he 
stated  the  same  dates  in  his  "Medina"  auction  catalogs  of  August 
31,  1970,  and  April  12,  1971.  In  his  Foreword  to  the  Quarterman 
reprint  of  Medina's  Medallas  de  Proclamaciones  y Juras,  Boston, 
1973,  Almanzar  persists  with  the  inaccuracies. 

(Note:  Schulman  bought  the  "Medina  Collection"  coins  from  Alman- 
zar, who  had  acquired  them  in  Chile.) 

9.  Chiappa,  Victor  M.  Obras  de  Medina,  (in)  Revista  Chilena  de 
Historia  y Geografla,  XLVII,  3d  qtr.,  1923,  pl44. 

10.  Humanist,  op.  cit.,  p.xxxii.  (Bromsen) 

11.  See  "Notes  on  the  Medina  Bibliography"  for  more  information  on 
this  press. 

12.  Lehmann-Haupt , Hellmut.  Medina  as  a Printer,  (in)  Humanist,  pl86. 

13.  Roberts,  op.  cit.,  p50. 

14.  As  recently  as  1968  there  was  a publishing  house  in  Amsterdam 
operating  under  the  name  "Elsevier;"  it's  unknown  if  the  owners 
are  descendants  of  the  Elzevir  family,  but  it  seems  likely. 

15.  Almanzar,  op.  cit.,  on  the  title  pages  of  both  auction  catalogs. 

16.  Bromsen,  op.  cit.,  p325. 

17.  In  a telephone  conversation  with  this  writer  in  April,  1982. 

18.  With  the  exceptions  of  the  Borchert  and  James  references,  copies 
of  all  of  the  books  listed  are  in  this  writer's  library. 
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19.  This  excellent  bibliography  has  been  reprinted  this  year.  Anyone 
interested  in  ordering  a copy  should  contact:  Dale  Seppa,  103 
Sixth  Ave.  North,  Virginia,  Minn.  55792 

20.  Clain-Stefanelli  assigns  the  same  entry  number,  4157,  to  MNR-5 
and  -6,  however,  they're  two  separate  books,  published  19  years 
apart.  (Note  that  she's  the  only  bibliographer  who  catalogs  them 
as  one  book.)  This  writer  has  seen  two  "sets"  bound  together, 
but  the  work  wasn't  done  by  Medina. 

Also,  entry  #4886  should  read,  "Roberts,  S.E:. ,"  not  "S.R." 

21.  Roberts,  op.  cit.,  pl04. 

22.  Sigler,  Phares  O.  Numismatic  Bibliography.  Dearborn,  1951,  p85. 


378 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


This  month  we  begin  another  listing  of  the  coins  in  the  NI  Reference 
Collection.  The  last  listing  started  in  April  1981.  There  are  few 
new  coins  on  this  list,  because  donations  have  slowed  and  as  the  col- 
lection gets  larger,  missing  coins  become  more  difficult  to  find. 

Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research 
purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions. 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 
C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
mints  for  the  particular  year. 

AFGHANISTAN:  Y10.1  - 1312;  Y90  - C;  Y91  - C;  Y93  - C;  Y94  - C;  Y95  - 

1330;  Y95b  - C;  Y96  - C;  Y96a  - 1332,  1334;  Y98  - C;  Y99  - C;  Y100-102 

- C;  Y103  - 1352. 

ALBANIA:  Y3  - 1927;  Y5  - 1930;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y28  - 1940;  Y29  - 

1939;  Y31  - 1939;  Y32  - 1939;  Y35  - 1947;  Y36  - 1947. 

ALGERIA:  Yl-3  - C;  Y4-5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7-8  - C;  Y9-10  - C;  Yll  - C; 

Y13-14  - C;  Y15a  - C.  Alger:  KM  Tnl  - CX  (1918);  KM  Tn3  - 1917; 

KM  Tn5  - 1916,  1918;  KM  Tn6  - C;  KM  Tn7  - 1917;  KM  Tn8  - 1921. 

ANGOLA:  Y20  - 1928;  Y21  - 1927;  Y22  - 1949;  Y23  - 1948;  Y23a  - C; 

Y24  - C;  Y25  - 1955,  1961;  Y26  - 1956;  Y27  - 1953,  1956;  Y28  - 1952. 

ARGENTINA.  Provisional  Issues  - Buenos  Aires:  C41  - 1822.  ARGENTINA 

Y1  - 1892;  Y2  - 1888,  1891,  1893,  1894,  1895;  Y3  - 1883;  Y7  - 1903, 
1907,  1914,  1917,  1933,  1937,  1938,  1940,  1942;  Y8  - 1898,  1920,  1921, 
1925,  1937,  1938;  Y9  - 1938,  1942;  Y12  - 1940,  1944;  Y12a  - 1948;  Y13 

- 1939,  1940;  Y13a  - 1949;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - CX  (1943,  1948);  Y16  - 1942, 
1948,  1949;  Y17  - 1947,  1949,  1950;  Y18-20  - C;  Y21  - C;  Y21a  - C; 

Y21 b - C;  Y22  - 1951;  122a  - 1953;  Y22b  - C;  Y23  - C;  Y23a  - 1953; 

Y23b  - CX  (1955);  Y24  - CX  (1952);  Y25  - C;  Y26  - CX  (1959);  Y27  - 
CX  (1961);  Y28  - CX  (1959);  Y29  - CX  (1962);  Y30  - C;  Y31  - CX  (1967, 

1968);  Y32  - C;  Y33  - CX  (1965,  1966);  Y34  - C;  Y35  - C;  Y36  - 1973; 

Y38  - 1970,  1971;  Y40  - 1970;  Y41a  - 1976;  Y50  - C;  Y51  - C. 

ASCENSION  IS.:  Y1  - C. 

AUSTRALIA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y5  - 1911,  19161,  19171,  1922,  1927-1931 

incl . ; 1933-1936  incl.;  Y6  - 1912H,  1913,  19161,  19171,  1919  no  dots, 
1923,  1924,  1926,  1927,  1929,  1931,  1933/2,  1933-1936  incl.;  Y7  - C; 

Y9  - 1936;  Y10  - 1925;  Yll  - 1911,  1917;  Y12  - 1918,  1931;  YB13  - 
1927P;  Y13-14  - C;  Y15  - CX  (1941  hi  dot,  1942B  w/o  I,  1943M,  19431 
type  2,  1944M,  1946M);  Y16  - CX  (1939M,  1941M);  Y17  - 1940,  1942D, 
1942S,  1943D,  1944S;  Y18  - 1940,  1941,  1942S,  1943S,  1944;  Y19  - CX 
(1939M,  1944S , 1945M);  Y20  - 1937;  Y21  - CX  (1951P  no  dot);  Y22  - CX 
(1950P , 1 951  PL) ; Y23  - C;  Y24  - CX  (1949,  1951  );  Y25  - 1951  PL ; Y26  - 

C;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - C;  Y30  - C;  Y31  - 1954;  Y34  - C;  Y35  - C;  Y36  - CX 

(1955p , 1 956p , 1957p , 1958p,  1959m);  Y37  - 1959,  1960-1963  incl.; 

Y38  - 1955,  1958,  1960,  1962,  1963;  Y39  - 1959,  1960,  1961,  1963; 

Y40  - 1956,  1960,  1962,  1963;  Y41  - C to  1975  X (1966PTTT42  - C to 

1974  X (1966m);  Y43  - C to  1975  X (1972,  1973).  (Continued  next  month) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Julio  C.  Estrella.  LA  MON ED A 3 LA  BANC A Y LAS  FINANZAS  EN  LA  REPUB- 
LICA  DOMINICANA  1492-1947  (Money,  Bank  and  Finances  in  the  Dominican 
Republic).  Published  by  La  Universidad  Catoica  Madre  y Maestra  in 
Santiago,  D.R.,  April  1971.  742pp,  index,  tables  and  detailed  biblio- 

graphy. 

The  book  consists  of  seventeen  chapters  and  a multitude  of  sub-titles. 
The  first  chapter,  "The  Colonial  Era",  has  information  about  coins, 
the  first  mint  in  Santo  Domingo,  metallic  composition  of  the  coins, 
the  first  coiners,  the  inflationary  process  during  colonial  times 
and  a brief  overview  of  the  monetary  situation  in  the  17th  and  18th 
centuries . 

Chapter  II  covers  the  monetary  situation  in  1844  and  the  monetary 
emissions  under  presidents  Baez  and  Heureaux,  and  the  acceptance  of 
its  North  American  Dollar. 

Chapter  III  covers  the  development  of  the  banking  skystem  in  D.R. 

Chapters  IX,  X,  XI  & XII  cover  the  basic  rules  and  documents  of  the 
monetary  reform  of  1947  including  verbatim  rendering  of  the  principal 
monetary  acts. 

The  appendix  clarifies  many  details  found  in  the  text  and  contains 
a complete  catalog  of  the  coins  of  the  republic,  including  varieties, 
metallic  composition,  etc.,  etc. 


Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 


Tamagna,  Frank.  CENTRAL  BANKING  IN  LATIN  AMERICA.  Published  by 
Centro  de  Estudios  Monetarios  Latinomeri canos  in  Mexico,  1965.  The 
book  is  in  English.  285pp,  table  of  contents. 

The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  describe,  compare  and  analyze  the 
varous  central  banking  systems  of  Latin  America,  the  processes  of 
monetary  policy  formulation,  the  forms  and  purposes  of  the  various 
instruments  and  techniques,  and  their  general  application  to  the 
economic  objectives  pursued  by  their  respective  governments.  The 
subject  is  presented  on  a functional  basis,  with  an  effort  to  cover 
the  most  significant  features  of  the  various  central  banks. 

The  book  gives  virtulally  no  details  on  the  issuance  of  coins  or 
banknotes  and  would  not  be  of  much  use  to  the  casual  student  of  these 
subjects.  However,  for  the  dedicated  student  who  wishes  a fuller 
understanding  of  the  items  that  they  collect,  it  should  be  of  great 
interest. 

The  book  is  not  generally  available  and  is  published  herein  solely 
to  put  it  on  record  for  the  interested  parties. 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 
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Robert  P.  Harris.  A GUIDEBOOK  OF  RUSSIAN  COINS  1725  to  1982.  3rd.  Ed. 

A completely  updated,  revised  and  extended  volume.  Profusely  illus- 
trated. 184  pp.  Paper  covers.  Published  by  Mevius  Numisbooks  Int. , 

BV,  Vriezenveen-Holland.  Available  in  the  USA  thru  the  publisher's 
agent,  Sanford  J.  Durst,  29-28  41st  Avenue,  L.I.C.  MV  11101.  $15.00. 

Robert  Harris  gives  us  a highly  useful  catalog  and  brief  coinage  his- 
tory of  "all  regular  coinage  of  Russia  and  the  USSR  from  the  start  of 

the  reign  of  Catherina  I in  1725  to  1982.  Some  Essais  and  a number  of 
Pattern  coins  are  included  because  of  the  interest  in  them  and  for  the 
sake  of  completeness.  Coins  of  Siberia  (under  Catherine  II)  and 
Russo-Polish  coins  (1832-1849)  are  included  because  they  are  in  fact, 
Russian  coins,  comments  the  author.  The  USSR  coins  are  catalogued 
up  to  the  1980  Olympic  issues,  and  the  minor  coins  to  1981.  All  coin 

types  are  photographed,  and  the  photos  are  of  fine  quality. 

In  his  Introduction  he  also  has  comments  on  Coin  Grading;  Mints  and 
Mint  marks  incl.  Mintmaster's  initials,  found  on  Russian  coins  from 
domestic  and  foreign  mints,  taking  out  the  "mystery"  of  certain  issues. 
You  will  have  at  your  fingertips  the  Initials  and  Names  of  Mintmasters 
for  their  terms  of  office  of  the  period  for  the  mints  of  Moscow  and 
St.  Petersburg,  Izhorsk  and  Kolpina,  Ekaterinburg  and  Suzun,  since 
the  Imperial  coins  are  listed  by  mintmaster's  initials  in  the  catalogue. 
Quantities  minted  (he  lists  them  with  a caveat)  and  Novodels  complete 
this  section  with  Acknowledgements  of  assistance  from  several  specialists 
in  this  fascinating  field. 

Coins  are  catalogued  and  illustrated  from  the  smallest  copper,  thru  the 
silver,  gold  and  platinum  issues,  by  mintmaster's  initials  where  appli- 
cable. Varieties  are  listed  where  known  and  popular.  Coins  are  graded 
and  priced  in  three  conditions.  There  are  a good  number  of  interesting 
notes  throughout  the  catalog  like,  "The  above  are  major  varieties(wi th 
9 photos)  and  are  a representation  of  Catherine  I's  Rubles,  actually 
there  are  over  200  varieties  of  her  rubles." 

Also  illustrated  are  5 Kopeck  coins  of  Catherine  II  minted  in  Avesta 
for  Swedish  troops  attacking  Russia  from  then  Swedish  Finland  (see  #139). 
Other  items  of  interest  listed  include  the  Family  Rubles  of  1835-6  por- 
traying the  family  of  Nicholas  I.  Collectable  though  they  are,  they 
are  technically  Presentation  Pieces  according  to  the  author.  The  1839 
Battle  of  Borodino  Memorial  (#341)  is  also  a popularly  listed  item.  And 
for  the  first  time  the  author  lists  the  1861  hi  15  Kopecks  - unknown 
to  Spassky  the  book  tells  us  it  was  found  in  a wooden  box  at  a Paris 
fleamarket  by  Dutch  dealer  Matthew  van  der  Voort  in  1966. 

And  one  final  piece  I want  to  mention  is  the  unusual  1/2  kopeck  bronze 
token  (#472)  which  reportedly  was  used  for  bottle  (mainly  Vodka) 
deposits.  Dated  in  the  1920 1 s it  has  CCCP  (USSR)  in  center  with  an 
outer  obverse  legend;  the  value  and  date  are  on  reverse. 

To  sum  up  this  3rd  revised  edition  of  the  Russian  Guidebook  is  a fine 
detailed  sourcebook  for  launching  collectors  along  this  fascinating 
trail  before  moving  on  into  the  advanced  sources  like  Mikhailovitch , 
Severin  and  Spassky,  etc. 

Reviewed  by  Fred  Drost 
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Edward  T.  Newell.  STANDARD  PTOLEMAIC  SILVER.  Originally  published  by 
Whitman  Publishing  Co.  in  1941,  this  Durst  1981  Reprint  cointains  the 
full  text  and  plates  plus  Current  Valuations  and  a Reclassification  of 
Later  Rulers.  17  pp.  Paper  Covers.  $6.00  from  Sanford  J.  Durst  Publi- 
cations, 29-28  41st  Avenue,  Long  Island  City,  NY  11101. 

This  is  the  Standard  English  language  text  to  help  the  average  collector 
attribute  Egyptian  Ptolemaic  Silver  tetradrachms  covering  16  rulers  from 
Ptolemy  Soter  (300  BC)  down  to  Cleopatra  VII  and  her  brothers  and  son, 
Ptolemy  XIV,  XV,  XVI  to  her  death  in  29  BC,  marking  the  series'  end. 

Issued  during  a span  of  nearly  300  years  these  high  relief  silver  coins 
were  coined  in  great  quantities  with  no  major  modifications  in  design 
in  all  that  time.  They  portrayed  the  ruler  facing  right;  the  reverse 
has  an  eagle  to  left  with  the  inscription  "Ptolemy  King".  They  were 
popular  at  home  and  abroad.  Today  they  are  among  the  commonest  of 
Ancient  Silver  coins  encountered  by  collectors. 

Newell  assinns  various  varieties  to  each  of  the  16  rulers  by  portrait 
styles,  various  symbols,  etc.  He  generally  assigns  to  Ptolemy  I coins 
with  the  artist's  signature,  while  those  similar  coins  without  the 
signature  "as  an  arbitrary  rule  of  thumb"  to  Ptolemy  II,  to  give  one 
example.  Some  coins  can  be  attributed  to  a specific  mint  besides  the 
main  mint  at  Alexandria  but  he  laments  "it  is  sad  but  true  that  our 
general  knowledge  of  the  Ptolemaic  series  has  not  yet  progressed  so  far 
as  to  allow  us  to  attribute  to  its  original  mint  and  issuer  each  and 
every  variety  of  the  immense  Ptolemaic  silver  coinage." 

Be  that  as  it  may.  Table  I further  provides  an  Alphabetical  Numeration 
so  the  collector  can  date  his/her  coins  to  a specific  regnal  year  for 
coins  issued  by  Ptolemy  V and  later. 

Newell  made  reattri buti ons  from  Svoronos'  work  for  coins  from  Ptolemy  IV 
to  Cleopatra  VII.  And  this  Durst  1981  Reprint  Revises  and  Reclassifies 
from  major  current  reference  material  the  Soter-type  coins  of  Ptolemy 
X on. 

This  revised  work  also  provides  for  the  average  collector  of  these 
fascinating  Ancient  coins  a Valuation  Guide  for  coins  of  each  of  the 
16  rulers. 

With  a little  study  and  effort  the  average  collector  can  successfully 
use  this  book  to  basically  attribute  Ptolemaic  coins  by  ruler  etc. 

Reviewed  by  Fred  Drost 


Collection  N.K.  MONNAIES  DES  EMPIRES  DE  BYZANCE.  par  S.  Boutin. 
Printed  by  A.  G.  van  der  Dussen  at  Maastricht,  The  Netherlands.  French 
text.  2 Vols.  1983.  Paperback,  176pp  text  and  tables,  plus  73  plates 
of  1432  coins.  £42  or  $65.00. 

This  unusual  catalogue  is  of  a private  collection  built  up  over  the 
years  by  an  Armenian  lady  living  in  Paris.  Its  interest  lies  in  the 
beauty,  perfection  and  rarity  of  the  coins,  plus  the  areas  concerned 
and  the  i nterrelatedness  of  the  various  coinages  involved.  It  is  a 
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representative  collection  of  the  various  rulers  at  different  periods 
of  history,  no  attempt  being  made  for  completeness  of  denominations. 
Most  of  the  coins  are  gold  with  some  silver.  The  last  240  coins  re- 
present the  history  of  classical  and  medieval  Armenia,  the  latter 
being  somewhat  similar  to  the  Ratto  Collection  sold  in  1930. 

Byzantium  proper  stretches  from  Arcadius  (383)  to  Alexius  III  and  the 
fall  of  the  Empire  in  1203.  The  remaining  sections  deals  with  the 
coinages  minted  as  a result  of  the  gradual  breakup  of  the  Empire  over 
the  centuries;  in  particular  the  medieval  period  relating  to  the  Cru- 
sades . 

Thus  the  Empires  of  Trebizond  and  Nicea,  the  Vandal ic  Realms,  the 
Ostrogoths,  the  Lombards,  Cyprus,  The  Crusaders,  barbarous  copies  of 
late  Roman  and  early  Byzantine  coinage  (Frankish).  The  quality  may 
be  seen  by  the  inclusion  of  two  of  the  excessively  rare  aspers  of 
Theodora  of  Trebizond. 

The  text  is  in  French  but  a numismatist  may  easily  understand  it  with 
the  aid  of  a dictionary.  Each  coin  is  well  described,  though  where 
there  is  a duplicate  the  reference  is  to  the  first  specimen.  In- 
cluded are  the  weight  and  reference  numbers  to  the  equivalents  in  the 
major  catalogues  dealing  with  that  particular  series.  These  range 
from  the  classical  like  Wroth  and  Sabatier  to  the  modern  as  Grierson 
and  Benda! 1.  All  references  are  listed  at  the  beginning  of  the  text. 

Coins  include  many  rare  pieces,  some  unedited  barbarous  imitations 
as  well  as  Arabic-Byzantine  and  some  with  countermarks.  Created  over 
many  years  a collection  of  this  calibre  probably  could  not  be  created 
in  this  age. 

The  plates  are  good  (as  is  the  paper),  though  there  is  a tendency  for 
some  coins  to  be  on  the  dark  side. 

This  is  a valuable  book,  containing  what  one  might  call  a bird's  eye 
view  in  one  volume  of  coins  for  which  one  would  have  to  use  many  cata- 
logues, some  rare  and  out  of  print,  to  study. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


Humbert  F.  Burzion,  Sidro  de  Martini  and  Jorge  N.  Ferrari.  EXPOSICION 
DE  MEDALLES  DE  MEDICINA.  Buenos  Aires,  1972.  254pp,  i 11  us . , indexes, 

soft  cover. 

This  book  has  690  listings  with  over  3 dozen  of  them  illustrated  with 
full  size  photos.  Each  listing  gives  a very  complete  description 
with  legends,  diameter  and  metal.  It  is  rather  easy  to  use  as  there 
are  separate  indexes  by  Persons,  Institutions,  Exposi cions.  Assoc- 
iations, Advertising,  Alphabetic,  Geographical  location,  Medical 
disciplines  and  by  Engraver.  The  catalog  contains  medals  from  Argen- 
tina and  16  other  countries,  including  some  European  countries. 

The  book  is  not  generally  available  and  is  published  herein  only  for 
the  record. 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Reinhold  Jordan,  Frei tagstrasse  32,  872  Schweinfurt,  West  Germany: 

I am  collecting  numismatic  literature  of  any  kind  and  in  any  language, 
including  numismatic  magazines.  Also  collecting  bookplates  (exlibris) 
of  numismatists  and  coin-collectors.  Please  write  before  sending 
any  materi  al  . 

Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Ave.  N.,  Virginia,  MN  55792:  Would  like  to 

purchase  Issue  Numer  9 of  Holland  Wallace  pricelist.  Also  interested 
in  choice  or  rare  coins  of  Colombia,  Ecuador  and  Peru.  Please  write 
with  offers. 

John  P.  Witter,  Satomaki  Salpi  23,  01370  Vantaa  37,  Finland:  Wanted 

for  my  Estonian  banknote  collection:  Ostland  Spinnstoffwaren- 

Punktwertschein  notes  in  denominations  of  3,  5 and  10  Punkte.  Also 
any  Estonian  banknotes  in  denominations  of  200,  500  (except  P49), 

1000  and  5000  Marka.  Please  write  first  with  details  and  send  photo- 
copy if  possible. 

Carling  Gresham,  P.  0.  Box  580,  Pomona  Park,  Fla.  32081:  WANTED  - 

Latin  American  Numismatic  Bibliographies,  or  other  bibliographies 
containing  numismatic  citations,  any  "western"  language.  Urgently 
needed  for  research  project,  which  will  produce  ultimately  a com- 
prehensive, annotated  LA  numis-bibl iography . Please  write  and  tell 
me  what  you  have;  all  responses  will  be  answered.  Will  buy  those 
items  not  already  in  my  library;  if  not  for  sale,  would  request  loan 
for  up  to  30  days,  I pay  your  postage.  I will  take  care  of  your 
books!  Thank  you. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept, from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  item,  whether  paper,  metal  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX 
(6)  MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage, 
including  sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send 
to  NI  Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  West- 
port,  Conn.  06880,  U.S.A. 

******■*•***★******★*★★***•*•**************************■*'*★*****■********** 
BURMA,  BRASS  1 0- PYA  1983 


by  John  DeMarais , Dallas,  Texas,  NI  #1559 

Burma  has  introduced  another  denomination  in  the  "rice  type"  series 
first  introduced  with  1975-dated  1-kyat  and  50-pya  pieces.  The  new 
10-pya  piece  is  about  20.2mm  in  diameter,  is  struck  in  brass  alloy, 
and  has  a smooth  edge.  The  "rice  type"  has  been  introduced  piecemeal 
as  needed  to  replace  the  aluminum  series  dated  1966.  The  new  series 
now  includes  10,  25  and  50  pya  pieces  and  a 1-kyat  coin. 

While  all  previous  issues  of  post-independence  Burmese  coins  have  in- 
cluded odd-shaped  pieces  in  the  fashion  of  Indian  coins,  the  newest 
series  has  only  round  coins.  One  can  probably  expect  5-pya  and  1-pya 
pieces  in  this  new  series,  and  if  these  are  also  round,  it  will  mark 
a complete  change  from  the  pattern  of  recent  Burmese  coinage. 
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